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INNOVATIVE SCHOOLS Award 2017 
We are thrilled to announce that Pacific Palms Public School has 
been selected as an INNOVATIVE SCHOOL 2017! 
 
The Educator Magazine has received a plethora of submissions 
from schools in all corners of the country, bringing to our 
attention some truly inspiring work being undertaken to equip 
students with the tools that will help them to face a world vastly 
different from the one we currently know. 
 
Once again this year, the volume and quality of entries received 
made selecting the list of schools to profile an arduous task and 
spoke to the depth of innovative work currently being undertaken 
in Australian schools. But we have gone through the difficult assessment process and chosen 40 schools we 
have determined are worthy of special recognition.  
 
We hope you enjoy learning about some of these proponents of educational change.  
http://www.educatoronline.com.au/rankings/innovative-schools-2017/ 
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OUR STUDENTS EXCEL 
Premiers Sporting Challenge – Special Visitor 
On Wednesday, 20 September we had a very special visit from Abbey McCulloch, 
an Australian netballer and captain of the NSW Swifts, as an Ambassador for 
the Premiers Sporting Challenge.  The Premiers Sporting Challenge promotes 
physical activity and encourages students to lead a healthy lifestyle.  Our 
students were very excited to meet Abbey and they thoroughly enjoyed the 
opportunity to ask Abbey questions about her day to day training, what she eats, 
what makes her a good leader, what position she enjoys playing and many more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hunter Regional Athletics Carnival 
Congratulations to the following students who travelled to 
Newcastle to represent our school at the Regional Athletics 
Carnival on Friday, 2 September.  Our students all 
performed exceptionally well.  A special congratulations to 
Ginger who came 1st in the senior girls high jump.  Ginger is 

now training hard for the State Athletics Carnival which will be held next term 
at Sydney Olympic Park.  What an amazing achievement! 
 
 

UP COMING EVENTS FOR TERM 4 
The following events are happening over the coming weeks: 

UP AND COMING EVENTS CALENDER 
Mon, 9 Oct Students return 
Mon, 16 Oct P & C Meeting at 1 pm 
Fri, 20 Oct FETE – from 3 pm to 7 pm – Family fun for everyone! 
Thurs, 26 Oct Assembly @ 2 pm in the hall.  All welcome. 
Fri, 27 Oct First day of Happy Start for our 2018 Kindergarten students 
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OUR STUDENTS EXCEL Cont. 
PSSA Manning Zone Touch Football Gala Day 
Last Friday, our school sent three teams to the Manning Zone Touch Football Gala Day. In very hot and 
dusty conditions, the mixed junior team played very well and improved with every game, finishing with 2 
wins, 2 losses and 1 draw. The senior boys’ team came up against some schools with much more touch 
football experience. To their credit, each game they learnt more about the tactics of the game and how to 
drive for field position before moving the ball around on the final plays. They ended the day winning 1 game 
and 4 losses. The senior girls’ team was a perfect example of what the day was about - playing as a team and 
having a great time! They also won 2 games, lost 2 and had one draw.  A huge thank you to all parents who 
helped with transport and coaching tips on the day! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Mixed Junior Team   Senior Boys Team   Senior Girls Team 
 

PSSA Netball Gala Day 
On Wednesday, 20 September our girls’ netball team attended the Manning Zone PSSA Netball Gala Day in 
Forster. The girls played against a range of teams from other schools in our region such as Tuncurry, Old 
Bar, Hallidays Point and Forster.  It was a lovely day and the girls showed great sportsmanship and 
teamwork.  Their team work paid off and the girls were successful in winning every game.   A massive thank 
you to all the parents that supported us on the day.  A special thank you to Deb and Jill who assisted in 
putting the girls on the court.    
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SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
Year 2 Swim School 
Year 2 had a fabulous time during Swim School last week. Each day they caught the bus into the YMCA and 
actively participated in lessons run by the swimming instructors. These lessons included learning and 
improving skills based on freestyle, backstroke and front and back glide. Students also participated in the 
Water Safety Program which focuses on teaching skills around 
swimming safely and what to do in an emergency when in or 
around the water. Miss Murray, Mrs Marchmont and Ms Cunich 
are very proud of the behaviour and improvement of each student 
during this week!  
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SCHOOL HAPPENINGS Cont. 
Stage 2 Adventure Land Camp 
In Week 9, students in Years 3 and 4 attended camp at Darawank 
Outdoor Education Experience. Students arrived in the morning, were 
placed with their room buddies and unpacked their belongings. Initially 
rooms were quite clean but as time went on, clothes were strewn about, 
food packets pressed into bed seams and blankets thrown into corners. 
An awesome time was had by all! Students participated in a range of 
exciting and challenging activities including high ropes, water slides, 
archery, zorb balls, a giant swing and the flying fox. It was wonderful 
to see students work together to overcome any fears they had. Night 
time activities were lots of fun with the evenings finishing with a story, 
a campfire and a lovely soothing supper. Everyone had an amazing 
experience which will provide them with wonderful memories of their 
primary school years.   
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SCHOOL HAPPENINGS Cont. 
Jump Off Day  
Thank you for supporting us for Jump Rope for Heart. We raised $5,163 for the Heart 
Foundation which is an amazing contribution to a charity that is dedicated to fighting heart 
disease. Your fruit donations were much appreciated also. The day was a great success with 
lots of skipping, music and yummy fruit!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION FOR OUR PARENTS 
2018 Kindergarten Enrolments 
Enrolment for Kindergarten 2018 is now open. Information has been distributed to 
local kindergarten and child care facilities. Enrolment forms are available at your 
child's preschool or our school office. If you have any questions regarding 
enrolments for Kindergarten 2018, please contact the office.    
 
Lost Property & Hats 
With the warmer weather approaching there is currently a lot of lost property at school.  Please ensure you 
label all hats and jumpers.  It is very hard to return clothing that is not labelled.  If your child has lost a 
jumper or hat you are welcome to come to the office to check lost property or visit your child’s classroom 
to look for missing items. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Principal Message 
It’s hard to believe that we have come to the end of another very busy yet productive term. This term we 
have celebrated Education Week and Book Week with some wonderful support from parents and friends. 
Students in Years 3 and 5 completed the NAPLAN online trial, while many students across the school 
completed the Premiers Reading Challenge, Premier’s Sporting Challenge and Jump Rope for Heart. We have 
had great success in many team sports such as soccer, touch and netball. We have welcomed new parents 
and friends to the Pacific Palms Public School family at our 2018 Kindergarten information evening and much 
more! 
 
K/1R  
Students and parents will be happy to learn that Mrs Robertson and Mrs Ryan will continue to work with 
K/1R for the remainder of the year. 
 
Hats and jackets 
As the weather warms up, lots of jackets have been abandoned on the playground/COLA/stage. Please label 
all clothing and it will be returned to the rightful owner. A reminder that a hat is essential for students to 
play in the sunny areas of the playground, especially in Term 4. 
 
School break in 
Sadly this week we had an overnight break in and school resources were stolen. This is so disappointing. If 
you see anything suspicious please call School Security 1300 880 021. 
Volunteers 
Pacific Palms Public School has a wonderful reputation for being inclusive, dynamic and progressive. We have 
only achieved this by working together with families as a team. Get on board. Join the P&C - it’s a perfect 
forum to raise concerns but it’s also lots of fun. If you can’t get to meetings, keep tabs on our Facebook 
page and our Skoolbag app. We are already a great school but we can make it even better. Be a part of our 
team. You are very welcome. 
 
Thank you to our students, staff, parents and community for your ongoing support of our school. Wishing 
you all a safe and relaxing holiday. We look forward to seeing everyone next term.   We are excited about 
Term 4 and the upcoming FETE. This is a very special time for our Year 6 students. Students will start back 
at school on Monday, 9th October 2017. 

 
Yours in learning, 
 
Melissa Merchant  
Principal (Rel) 

“Anyone who has never made a mistake has never tried anything new.” 

Albert Einstein 
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