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OUR STUDENTS EXCEL 
 

Book Week Celebrations 
A special thank you to Mrs Lowry and her helpers for 
organising such a wonderful Book Week celebration, 
Book Fair and dress up day yesterday.  It was so 
exciting to see the children arrive dressed up as all 
sorts of different book characters.  The staff loved 
dressing up too!  It makes it even more fun for our 
children when staff members get so involved on days 
like this.  It was also wonderful to see so many 
families visiting our school to help celebrate this 
special day.  I’m sure the children will remember the 
fun they had for quite a while. 
 

A special thank you to Dom and all of the helpers in 
the canteen who provided a yummy morning tea and a 
delicious lunch. 
 

Thank you to the helpers who sold books at the Book 
Fair.  We sold over $5000 worth of books.  What an 
amazing achievement!  A successful Pacific Palms 
Public School event!  Well done everyone! 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WELCOME TO THE DAYS AHEAD 
The following events are happening over the 
coming days and weeks: 
 

UP AND COMING EVENTS CALENDER 
Mon, 26 Aug P & C Meeting @ 1.30 pm – 

All welcome 
Wed, 28 Aug Father’s Day Stall – (more 

info in newsletter) 
Thu, 29 Aug Kindergarten 2014 parent 

information night @ 6 pm in 
the Library 

Fri, 30 Aug Assembly in the hall @ 2 
pm.  All welcome. 

Tue, 3 Sept School Photos – please 
wear full school uniform 

Fri, 6 Sept Jump Rope for Heart 
Sat, 7 Sept Disco for Sophie @ the 

Recky from 6 pm. $20 per 
family. 
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Seal Rocks Excursion – 1T & 1R 
On Friday, 16 August Year 1 visited Seal Rocks to see 
Sugar Loaf Point Lighthouse.  We were lucky enough to 
see inside and climb the tower and hear interesting 
and amusing tales from Mark Sheriff, a former 
Lighthouse Keeper. 
 

We also had a fascinating time listening to cultural 
stories by local Worimi Elder, Steve Brereton who has 
a wonderful gift for connecting children to our 
precious Indigenous heritage.   
 

The children absolutely loved learning about the role 
and importance of National Parks.  Rangers Rachel, 
Katrina and Neil did a great job showing what an 
exciting and important career it is to be a Ranger and 
perhaps we may see some of these little ones growing 
up to take on the challenge in future years.  It was a 
fabulous experience that was thoroughly enjoyed by 
all!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION FOR OUR PARENTS 
Father’s Day Stall – Wednesday, 28 August 
The P & C have organised a Father’s Day Stall 
on Wednesday, 28 August.  The cost will be 
$5 per child with a maximum of $10 per 
family.  Each child will visit the stall to choose 
a gift for their father or carer.  Siblings will 
visit the stall together.  Please send money in 
an envelope with your child on the day. 
 

BATS (Bright and Talented Students) 
This term, we will be begin a ten week 
extension writing program targeting our BaTS 
(Bright and Talented Students).  A variety of 
language devices and creative writing topics 
including poetry, sensory writing and 
narrative will be covered during this intensive 
workshop. Encompassing these activities will 
be a strong focus on planning, vocabulary and 
editing. The students, where applicable, are 
encouraged to enter writing competitions 
throughout the term, and some program time 
is also allocated to this when required.  

 

Forster Running Festival 
There is only 3 weeks to go until the Forster 
Running Festival is held at Main Beach on 
Sunday, 8 September. We have been having 
fun running every morning at Pacific Palms 
school. Students from all years are welcome 
to join us. We meet at 8:45 am in the cola.  To 
enter the event go to 
www.forsterrunningfestival.com.au  
 

Entry forms will also be available soon. On the 
day there is a 5 km at 9:45 am, a 4 km (9-12 
year old) at 10:30 am, a 2km (4-8 year olds) 
at 10:50 am and longer events for mums and 
dads. Every child receives a medal and fun 
bag. 
 



PACIFIC PALMS PUBLIC SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
22 AUGUST 2013 

 
 

“Your safe and caring community school” 
  

www.pacificpal‐p.schools.nsw.edu.au 
 

 

  ISSUE 6 | TERM 3 | WEEK 6 

 

 
RESPECT IS THE KEY  WWW.PACIFICPAL-P.SCHOOLS.NSW.EDU.AU 3 

Thank you – Smart Walling  
Thank you to Sarina, one of our parents, for kindly 
donating some moveable wall decals.  Our front office, 
sick bay and classrooms all look beautiful.  For more 
info contact Sarina@smartwalling.com.au 

 
School Photos – Tuesday, 3 September  
MSP Photography will be at our school on Tuesday, 3 
September to take our annual school photos.  Children 
should have by now received an envelope with their 
name printed on it.  Payment can be made online to 
MSP Photography or by enclosing the correct cash 
money in the envelope provided.  Family photo 
envelopes are available at the front office.  Please 
ensure all children come to school dressed in full 
school uniform on this day. 
 
Support for Sophie 
Thank you to everyone who has bought and sold raffle 
tickets.  They are coming in fast.  We look forward to 
seeing everyone at our 
community family 
fundraiser for Sophie 
on Saturday, 7 
September at The 
Recky commencing at 6 
pm.  (See enclosed flyer 
for more information.) 

 
 

 PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 
 

Classes for 2014 
We are starting to look at student numbers for 2014.  
If you know of any families moving to the area with 
school aged children or you are leaving the area in 
2014 please contact the front office at your earliest 
convenience.   
 
 
 
 

Research Study Trip to Melbourne  
This week Mr Ryan travelled to Melbourne 
with a group of local principals to meet with 
two Melbourne principals to look at a new 
model of learning aimed at 21st Century 
Learners entitled ‘Self Organised Learning 
Environments (SOLEs). This is based on the 
work of a Professor Sugata Mitra and 
compliments current educational practices 
that are currently being embedded in our 
classrooms around the philosophy of Sir Ken 
Robinson and research on student learning by 
Professor Ken Hattie.    
 

Further information on this model and the 
current beliefs on student learning you can 
view both Professor Sugata Mitra and Sir Ken 
Robinson through TED talks on the internet 
at the following addresses.  
 
http://www.ted.com/talks/sugata_mitra_the
_child_driven_education.html  
 
http://www.ted.com/talks/sugata_mitra_buil
d_a_school_in_the_cloud.html  
 
http://www.ted.com/talks/ken_robinson_chan
ging_education_paradigms.html  
 
http://www.ted.com/talks/ken_robinson_how
_to_escape_education_s_death_valley.html 
 
http://grantwiggins.wordpress.com/2012/01/
07/what-works-in-education-hatties-list-of-
the-greatest-effects-and-why-it-matters/ 

 
 

Kerry Tulloch 
Principal 
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