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OUR STUDENTS EXCEL 
ANZAC Dawn Service  
 
 
 
 
 
Our Year 6 Support Team attended and 
represented our school at the ANZAC Day dawn 
service at the Pacific Palms Community Centre 
during the school holidays. The eight students laid 
a wreath at the memorial. On behalf of the school 
and the community I would like to thank them for 
their attendance, they were a credit to our school. 
A special mention goes to Mackenzie Vidal, who 
spoke beautifully when she read the poem 
Flanders Field. It was a moving tribute to the 
brave men and women who have fought for 
Australia in times of conflict. 
 

ANZAC Day Assembly 
Thank you also to our Year 6 Support Team who 
capably led our school ANZAC assembly last 
Friday.  Our class captains 
laid wreaths and poppies on 
behalf of our school.  This 
was a moving assembly to 
mark an important day in 
Australia's history.   

Lest We Forget 
 
GRIP Leadership Conference  
On Monday, 6 May the Year 6 Support Team 
attended the GRIP Leadership Conference held at 
Club Forster.  Many school leaders from across 
the Great Lakes area attended the conference. It 
was a day full of activities, sharing ideas and 
meeting other student leaders in primary 
schools.  GRIP Leadership programs are fresh, 
practical, interactive and enjoyed by tens of 
thousands of students each year.   

Class Captains – Term 2 
All Class Captains will be presented with a Class 
Captain badge at the morning assembly on 
Friday, 10 May 2013. We wish them all the best in 
their important new roles. 
 

KR Charlie H  Jasper J 
KC Lucy D   Liam D 
1R Jake J   Imogen P 
1T Ella W   Flynn M 
2W Jordyn D  Izac C 
2/3G Milly W  Cassius K 
3W Sage Mc  Tomas K 
4W Bella L   Sam W 
4/5B Tess M   Beau C 
5M Beth Mc  Kyle G 
6W Cambell S  Tahlia M 
 

Hunter Regional Cross Country 
Congratulations to Lewis K, Zeb W and Alexandra 
E who will travel to Newcastle on Friday, 10 May 
2013 to represent 
the Manning Zone 
at the Hunter 
Regional Cross 
Country.  We wish 
them well. 
 
 

 

WELCOME TO THE DAYS AHEAD 
The following events are happening over the 
coming days and weeks: 

UP AND COMING EVENTS CALENDER 
Fri, 10 May Regional Cross Country @

Newcastle. 
Tues, 14 to  
Thur, 16 May  

NAPLAN Assessment for Year 3 
and Year 5 students 

Fri, 24 May School assembly in the hall @ 2 
pm.  All welcome. 

29 May to 31 
May 

Aussie Bush Camp – Year 3 and 
Year 4 students. 
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Gloria Jean’s Fun Run 
Congratulations to Misty C, Tray C, Sonny M, 
Joely M, Jade A, Alexandra E and Gabrielle E who 
participated in the Gloria Jean’s Fun Run on 
Sunday, 14 April 2013.  Over 300 runners 
participated in the event with our school team all 
completing the 5 km fun run and all finishing in 
the top 10 for their age categories.  Thank you to 
Mrs Shoesmith, Mrs Rigby and Mrs Edwards to 
ran with our school team. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION FOR OUR PARENTS 
 

NAPLAN Assessment 
This important assessment program for Year 3 
and Year 5 students will be held on Tuesday 14 
May, Wednesday 15 May and Thursday 16 May 
each morning. Please ensure that your child has a 
good night's sleep and a substantial 
breakfast leading up to each assessment.  If you 
have any queries please do not hesitate to contact 
the school.  

 

Aussie Bush Camp (Year 3 & Year 4 Students) 
Our Stage 2 Excursion to the Aussie Bush Camp is 
now only 3 weeks away. Thank you to all of the 
parents who have paid their deposits and are 
making regular payments. Just a gentle reminder 
that this excursion must be paid in full prior to 
our departure.  If you have any questions 
regarding this excursion please do not hesitate to 
contact the school.  Medical notes need to be 
returned as soon as possible. 
 

Peacemakers with Wendy Ballard 
Please note Peacemakers does NOT resume this 
term until Wednesday, 22 May 2013.   
 

Voluntary School Contribution 
Just a reminder that Voluntary School Contributions 
are now due.  Please pay at the front office if you 
have not already done so.  Thank you! 
 

Whole School Assemblies Term 2 
Our whole school assemblies will be held in Week 
4 and Week 8 on Fridays at 2pm in the hall.  Two 
Star Student Awards from each class will be 
presented.  White Merit Cards will be presented 
to two students from each class at Friday morning 
assemblies in Weeks 2 & 6. 
 

A Special Thank you – Smiths Lake Fishing Club 
Thank you to Smiths Lake Fishing Club for their 
generous donation of $200 in support of our 
students.  This donation will go towards providing 
quality educational resources for our students.  
 

Woolworths - Earn and Learn 
The Woolworths Earn & Learn program is back! 
This community program enables schools and early 
learning centres throughout Australia to earn 
educational resources simply through the school 
community shopping at Woolworths. 
 

Please support our school on your next shopping 
trip to Woolworths. Simply collect the ‘Earn & 
Learn’ stickers at the checkout, place them on the 
form with the Pacific Palms School details and put 
them in the box. There is a Pacific Palms School 
box at Forster Woolworths and one in the front 
office at school.  The more stickers we collect, 
the more resources we can collect. Thank you for 
your ongoing 
support! 
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SCHOOLYARD SAFARI – 1T & 1R 
On Monday 1T and 1R had a very exciting start to 
our Schoolyard Safari science unit where we are 
linking science to literacy in our classrooms. By 
observing the features and behaviours of tiny 
animals we will glimpse the diversity of animal life. 
Through investigations we will learn how animals 
move, feed and protect themselves. This will link 
to our Accelerated Literacy Unit- Information 
Report, The Orchard Swallowtail Butterfly. We 
also have the Mini Beast, Museum in a Box which is 
an outreach service from the Australian Museum 
which contains real museum specimens, books, 
games, puppets and dress ups to support our 
learning.  
Ms Tuft and Ms Compton 

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Thank you to Dean Reece and Bunnings 
Thank you to parent 
Dean Reece who was 
quick to respond with 
his support after 
hearing that gardening 
equipment and supplies 
had been removed 
from the school garden. 
Dean contacted Bunnings Warehouse and garden 
companies Yates and Oates. They joined together 
to donate a generous amount of gardening items 
to help get the garden back up and running. This 
was a timely deed of generosity as a Garden Club 
program has recently commenced at the school, 
supporting students with their social and life skills. 

The school is extremely  thankful to Bunnings, 
Yates and Oates for their valuable contribution to 
this program and our school.  
 

Art Festival 
The annual Pacific Palms Art Festival will be held 
this June long weekend.  Opening night tickets for 
Friday, 7 June 2013 are availabe for purchase at a 
cost of $25.  The Youth Art Competition is open 
to children aged 5 to 15 years with free entry.  
The Pacific Palms Art Festival is a major 
fundraiser for our school and your support is 
appreciated. 
 

Love Is 
A beautiful gift for your mum or grandmother for 
Mother’s day.  The hard cover book “LOVE IS” 
has been created with the help of children and 
adults around the world, along with some award 
winning artists and photographers.  For every 
book purchased, our 
school will receive $15. 
This will assist in funding 
our breakfast program.  
Books are available for 
purchase for $28 from 
the front office. 
 
Rod Ryan 
Relieving Principal 
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