
 
 

N E W S F L A S H - P & C Trivia Night 

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Saturday, 2 March 2013 

 

Invitation to all our parents 
 

Come along and join us at the P&C’s major school 
fundraiser.  The Trivia Night will be held on 
Saturday, 2 March 2013 in the school hall 
commencing at 6.30 pm. Bring along some drinks, 
nibbles, your sense of humour and join in the fun. 
Come and watch Rod Ryan and Mel Shoesmith in 
action as MC’s.  Bring along your spare gold coins to 
bribe for clues......prizes for fancy dress too! 
Tables of up to 8 people at $10/head.  For table 
bookings email kate@isarchitect.com.au or call 
0405 757 582.  (Sorry no kids as it is BYO) 
 
 

WELCOME TO THE DAYS AHEAD 

The following events are happening over the coming 
days and weeks: 

 

UP AND COMING EVENTS CALENDER 
Fri, 22 Feb School Assembly @ 2 pm in hall. 

Come along - all welcome. 
Wed, 27 Feb Zone Swimming Carnival – Good 

luck to all our swimmers 
Sat, 2 March Trivia Night – come along for a 

fun evening. 
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OUR STUDENTS EXCEL 

Class Captains – Term 1 
Congratulations to the following students who received their Class 
Captain badges at our last assembly. 
 

 
Kindergarten to 2/3G - (back row) Noah, Rohan Aaris, Lachlan, Rosie, 
Jessica, (front row) Caden, Lexi, Laila, Cody, Peta.  Absent - Charlie  
 

 
3W to 6W – (back row) Kendall, Jade, Daisy, Levi, Oliver, (front row) 
Ella, Alex, Billie.  Absent -  Oscar, Hope   

INTRODUCING OUR NEW STAFF MEMBERS 

Melissa Merchant – Assistant Principal & 5M 
Class Teacher 
I consider myself very lucky. PPPS is one of those 
special places teachers long to work in. Since arriving 
here, the teaching staff, parents and students have 
been very welcoming. Thank you to everyone who has 
helped me out. 
 

I am a motivated teacher, dedicated to teaching and providing creative and 
enriching experiences for children in my care.  I have been very fortunate 
to have worked in great schools in Canberra, Port Stephens and most 
recently in Hong Kong.  I am passionate about children’s learning and 
believe that education can be exciting and challenging for all. I love 
creative, inquiry based classrooms and am a strong advocate for balanced 
learning experiences. 
 

I am really excited about the year ahead and look forward to working with 
you and getting to know you and your children more. 
 

Sue Colditz – School Counsellor 
My name is Sue Colditz. I am happy to be the School 
Counsellor for PPPS this year. If you are wondering what 
my job entails here is a brief summary.  
 

The role of the school counsellor is primarily to support 
students, although this can also involve supporting 
parents, teachers, and sometimes other family members.  
 

Problems are many and varied and can include learning, engagement, 
academic progress, social and/or emotional issues, behaviour, etc.  Support 
can take various forms including: 
 assessment of ability, achievement, literacy, numeracy, behaviour, 

visual perception, auditory processing, language skills etc 
 counselling one on one, pair or group 
 specific programs including social skills, self esteem, anger 

management etc 
 

Confidentiality is assured unless risk of harm is a concern.  To contact me, 
simply phone the school. I will be at the school every Friday or as needs 
arise. I look forward to working at such a friendly place.  



 

INFORMATION FOR OUR PARENTS 

 
Harmony Day 
 
Harmony Day is celebrated on 21 March each year and is about 
bringing people together to celebrate Australia's community 
harmony and cultural diversity. Students and staff at Pacific Palms 
Public School will be celebrating Harmony Day on Friday, 22 
March. We are asking everyone to come to school dressed in a 
national costume or the colours from a particular country's flag. At 
our assembly we will acknowledge some of the outstanding costumes 
and we will present some special Harmony Day certificates. 
 

The message of Harmony Day is Everyone Belongs. In 2013 the 
theme is: Many Stories – One Australia. 
 
School Voluntary Contribution Fee 
With the new year underway we are taking this opportunity to 
remind parents about the School Voluntary Contribution Fee.  First 
child is $35 with additional children $10 per child.  The Voluntary 
Contribution Fee is capped at $50.  Thank you to those parents who 
have already paid. 
 

LIBRARY LISTENINGS 

An enthusiastic welcome back to the library to all returning and new 
students to our school. 
 

To recap on library organisation, we encourage all students to 
borrow weekly from the library during their lesson time or at lunch. 
Students can borrow up to two books and have two weeks to return 
them. To ensure books are protected all students must have a 
library bag to borrow. Any type of cloth bag - enviro shopping bag, 
pillow case – will work. 
 

 



LIBRARY LISTENINGS cont. 

We have had many outstanding new books into the library last year 
and will be regularly receiving new books throughout this year. We 
encourage all children to borrow and with your support from home 
to remember library bags, we hope to engage even more students 
this year. 
 

Library timetable 
Tuesday: 2W  4/5B  5M 
Wednesday: 2/3G  1R  1T 
Thursday: KC  KR  3W  4W  6W 
 

The library is open at lunch on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
for borrowing, board games, reading, computer activities and quiet 
time with friends. It’s great to see our students enjoying this 
opportunity at lunch times. 
 

Happy reading 
Mrs Lowry  
We learn to read so that we can read to learn. 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

A Very Special Thank You – Megan Jones 
A very special thank you to Megan Jones and the 
Dhirata Community Yoga group who recently 
made a very generous donation of $600 to our 
school. This group have been meeting for quite 
some time to enjoy their yoga sessions led by 
Megan. To use this opportunity to support others, in particular our 
school, is wonderful and the funds will be put to good use. We have 
decided that the bus cost for our Year 3 & 4 excursion to “The 
Aussie Bush camp” this year will be subsidised by this donation. As a 
result it will make the excursion less expensive for families and 
hopefully all children can attend.  (Visit Megan’s website at 
www.dhirata.com.au) 

 



 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL cont. 

Thank you – Sean Walsh 
Another thank you goes to parent and painter Sean Walsh who in 
the holidays did some work for us in the office area and in our 
converted technology room. Sean was very generous in his costing of 
this work and we are extremely grateful to him. 
 

School Uniforms 
A reminder about two items in our uniform - shoes and hair 
clips/ribbons.  All children should be wearing black shoes to school-
either sneakers or leather shoes are acceptable.  Hair - we have 
been having quite a few children wearing lots of bits and pieces in 
their hair-flowers, bright ribbons, head scarves etc. These things 
are great for weekends but for school only blue or black headbands 
or ribbons please.  Thank you for supporting us with this. 
 

Kookaburras 
I have been advised that the issue we are currently having with 
kookaburras in the playground is probably being contributed to by 
people in the community feeding them which is encouraging them to 
stay around. Please assist us by discouraging your children from 
feeding these birds. 
  

Catholic Scripture 
Lessons for 2013 will begin this Friday. This will be for Kindergarten 
to Year 6.  If you do not wish your child to attend Scripture please 
send a note to the class teacher. 
 
Sad News 
We send our deepest sympathies to the Peachey Family 
who lost husband and dad Bruce last weekend. A very sad 
time for this family but our thoughts are with them. 
 

Kerry Tulloch 
Principal 



  


